
 

 
 

 

 
The Pennsylvania Environmental Resource Consortium is made 

possible by its dues-paying Member Institutions and the following 
Sponsors.  We deeply appreciate their support.   
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Agenda 
9:00-10:00 Registration and continental breakfast (Fisher Hall Atrium) 
 
10:00-10:05 Welcome (Faylor Lecture Hall) 
 Kathy Straub, Susquehanna University, PERC Executive Committee 
 
10:05-10:50 Keynote presentation (Faylor Lecture Hall) 

Dr. Nancy Harris, World Resources International 
“Monitoring Deforestation with Global Forest Watch” 
 

10:55-11:55  SESSION 1  
 
 Science and ethics of climate change (Fisher 317) 
 

10:55-11:10 Richard Whiteford, Climate Reality Project 
“Understanding Climate Change” 

 
11:10-11:25 David Blockstein, National Council for Science and the 

Environment 
 “Read for the Earth: An Opportunity for Large Scale 

Undergraduate Education about Climate and Energy” 
 
11:25-11:40 Owen Moe, Lebanon Valley College 
 “Understanding the Science of Climate Change” 
 
11:40-11:55 Donald Brown, Widener University School of Law 
  “The Policy Implications of Climate Change Ethics” 
 
Effective teaching practices (Fisher 318) 
 
10:55-11:10 Peter Buckland, Penn State University 
 “Resolved: Climate Change is Not a ‘Crisis’” 
 
11:10-11:25 Ana Emlinger, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
 “Simple Steps to Get Student Engagement When Teaching 

Climate Change Online” 
 
11:25-11:40 David Matlaga, Susquehanna University 
 “Climate Change Research as a Means of Introducing First-

Year Students to the Diversity of Ecological Approaches” 
 
11:40-11:55 Kathy Straub, Susquehanna University 
 “A Climate Change Treaty Negotiation Lab: Kyoto in an Hour” 
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12:00-1:00 Lunch (Degenstein Campus Center – cafeteria) 
  Please bring your lunch ticket with you. 
 
1:15-1:45 Afternoon presentation (Faylor Lecture Hall) 
  Peterson Toscano, Performance Activist 
  “There’s Something Funny About Climate Change” 
 
1:55-3:10 SESSION 2 
 
 Teaching about climate change outside the sciences (Fisher 317) 
 

1:55-2:10 Neil Leary, Dickinson University 
“Interpreting the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change” 

 
2:10-2:25 Drew Hubbell, Susquehanna University 
  “Climate Change Narratives” 
 
2:25-2:40 Hong Wang, Shippensburg University 
  “Cultural Approach to Climate Change” 
 
2:40-2:55 Roger Turner, Dickinson College 

“The View from 2114?  Integrating Climate Change in the 
Second Half of the American History Survey” 

 
2:55-3:10 Baris Kesgin, Susquehanna University 
  “Climate Change in a World Politics Simulation” 

 
 
Hands-on activities for climate change education (Fisher 318) 
 
1:55-2:10 Samuel Wallace, Montgomery County Community College 
 “Campus Trees Survey for Science Education, Cost Savings, 

and Community Relations” 
 
2:10-2:25 David Reed, Dickinson College 
 “Physical Climate Modeling: A New Project-Based Climate 

Modeling Course at Dickinson University” 
 
2:25-2:40 Mark Collins, University of Pittsburgh 
 “Sustainability Flash Lab – Or, Why Is There a Furnace in the 

Middle of the Classroom”? 
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2:40-2:55 Justinus Satrio, Villanova University 
 “Integrating Freshmen into Exploring the Multi-faceted World of 

Engineering and Sustainability through Biofuels Synthesis from 
Waste Cooking Oil” 

 
2:55-3:10 David Bowne, Elizabethtown College 
 “How Much for the Carbon in the Air?  Understanding a 

Biogeochemical Cycle by Developing a Business Plan to 
Sequester Carbon” 

 
3:30-4:00 Closing discussion (Faylor Lecture Hall) 
 
 

Gratitude 
 

This PERC event couldn’t have happened without the hospitality and generosity of 
Susquehanna University, its staff and faculty. Thanks as well to the PERC Executive 
Committee including Dickinson’s Neil Leary, host of the 2014 event and most 
especially Susquehanna University’s Kathy Straub who offered to host this year’s 
event, secured our two guest speakers and worked hard to make this event happen. 
Our gratitude goes as well to all of today’s speakers who took the time to prepare 
and participate so that we can collectively learn, improve and move forward.   

 
 

Participant Information  
(Through 1/3/2015) 

 

Bucknell University 

 Dina El-Mogazi, Center for Sustainability and the Environment  
(dina.el-mogazi@bucknell.edu) 

 
Climate Reality Project 

 Richard Whiteford (savebiosphere3@verizon.net) 
 
Climate Stew Podcast 

 Peterson Toscano (info@climatestew.com) 
 
Dickinson College 

 Neil Leary, Center for Sustainability Education (learyn@dickinson.edu) 
 David Reed, Physics (david.edwin.reed@gmail.com) 
 Helen Takacs, Business and Management (takacsh@dickinson.edu) 
 Roger Turner, History (turnerr@dickinson.edu) 
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Elizabethtown College 

 David Bowne, Biology (bowned@etown.edu) 
 
Franklin and Marshall College 

 Nancy Kurland, Business, Organizations, and Society 
(nancy.kurland@fandm.edu) 

 
Harrisburg Area Community College 

 Julia Knight, Physical and Environmental Sciences (jpknight@hacc.edu) 
 

Kutztown University 

 Julie Palkendo, Physical Sciences (palkendo@kutztown.edu) 
 
Lebanon Valley College 

 Owen Moe, Chemistry (moe@lvc.edu) 
 
Lycoming College 

 Mel Zimmerman, Biology (zimmer@lycoming.edu) 
 
Mansfield University 

 Lilace Guignard, Institute of Science and the Environment 
(lguignar@mansfield.edu) 

 
Millersville University 

 Kathleen Schreiber, Geography (kathleen.schreiber@millersville.edu) 
 
Montgomery County Community College 

 Wayne Brew, Geography (wbrew@mc3.edu) 
 Jerry Coleman, Biology (jcoleman@mc3.edu) 
 Kelli Spangler, Physics and Astronomy (kspangler@mc3.edu) 
 Tony Stevens, Geology (astevens@mc3.edu) 
 Sam Wallace, Geography (swallace@mc3.edu) 

 
National Council for Science and the Environment 

 David Blockstein (david@NCSEonline.org) 
 
Pennsylvania Environmental Resource Consortium 

 Josh Hooper (josh.hooper@pagreencolleges.org) 
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Pennsylvania State University, University Park 
 Susannah Barsom, Sustainability Institute (shb2@psu.edu) 
 Peter Buckland, Sustainability Institute (pdb118@psu.edu) 
 Vera Cole, Energy and Sustainability Policy Program (vjc12@psu.edu) 
 Erik Foley, Sustainability Institute (erikbfoley@gmail.com) 
 Haley Sankey, Energy and Sustainability Policy Program (hjs142@psu.edu) 
 Denice Wardop, Sustainability Institute (dhw110@psu.edu) 

 
Shippensburg University 

 Theo Light, Biology (tsligh@ship.edu) 
 Hong Wang, Human Communication Studies (howang@ship.edu) 
 Kay Williams, Geography/Earth Science (krwill@ship.edu) 

 
Susquehanna University 

 Michelle Barakat, Student (barakat@susqu.edu) 
 Drew Hubbell, English and Creative Writing (hubbell@susqu.edu) 
 Baris Kesgin, Political Science (kesgin@susqu.edu) 
 Thomas Martin, Religious Studies (martintw@susq.edu) 
 David Matlaga, Biology (matlaga@susqu.edu) 
 Alissa Packer, Biology (packer@susqu.edu) 
 Derek Straub, Earth and Environmental Sciences (straubd@susqu.edu) 
 Katherine Straub, Earth and Environmental Sciences (straubk@susqu.edu) 

 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

 Ana Emlinger, Planning for Local Climate Change Adaptation 
(amesquit@larp.umass.edu) 

 
University of Pittsburgh 

 Mark Collins, Environmental Studies (pittenvst@yahoo.com) 
 
Villanova University 

 Justinus Satrio, Chemical Engineering (justinus.satrio@villanova.edu) 
 
West Chester University 

 Paul Morgan, Education for Sustainability (pmorgan@wcupa.edu) 
 
Widener University School of Law 

 Don Brown, Scholar in Residence (dabrown57@gmail.com) 
 
World Resources Institute 

 Nancy Harris, Global Forest Watch (nharris@wri.org) 
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Sponsor Information 
 

 

Sustaining Annual Sponsor  
PHE-FRC Funding Sponsor 

 

 
 

When it comes to supporting educational mission and sustainability goals, 
Sodexo is a strategic partner that can ensure exceptional student 

experiences by delivering essential quality of life services. Sodexo is a 
recognized leader for improving their partners' performance by managing 

important services such as healthy, delicious dining and attractive, clean 
and comfortable environments that support successful learning around 

key areas such as planet, health, community and people. 
 

From a welcoming environment in all of our locations, to energy efficient 

buildings and innovative offers in a variety of venues, Sodexo’s goal is to 
ensure the success of their partners by providing Quality of Life services 

tailored to each of their specific goals, while aligning them with PERC's 
sustainability objectives. 

 
For more information, please visit our website at www.sodexo.com  

 

http://www.sodexo.com/
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Gold Annual Sponsor 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
PaceControls, a DOE- and Ben Franklin Technology Partners-funded 

company and ENERGY STAR Partner, has become the industry leader in 
energy efficiency and smart grid retrofit solutions for HVACR applications.  
Our easy-to-install, patented, made in USA PACE product suite delivers 

energy savings of 15%-20%+ on an extraordinarily wide array of existing 
and new commercial heating, cooling and selected refrigeration 

equipment.  In addition, we deliver breakthrough demand response and 
RCx features with PACE Cloud analytics that can be ported into any 
building management system (BMS), wired or wireless.  PaceControls is 

proud to be a part of the DOE Energy Efficient Buildings Hub/Consortium 
for Building Energy Innovation at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. 

 
The PACE product suite – with 16,000+ installations -- delivers energy 
savings additive to most other energy efficiency measures, via its 

patented technology and is OEM compliant (2 OEM VAR partners to date).  
Most commercial PACE projects have paybacks of 12-36 months -- even 

before energy-efficiency rebates -- are rebate-eligible nearly everywhere 
EE rebates are offered -- and are now being offered by utility programs. 

 
The PACE product suite is UL Listed and made in USA via a robust, highly 
scalable supply chain, and can be fitted onto most existing HVAC units by 

any HVAC technician.  PACE performance has been documented by 60+ 
independent and supervised metered trials and controlled laboratory tests 

throughout 2005-2014.  Current customers include AT&T, CBRE (world’s 
largest property manager), Jones Lang LaSalle, Southern California Edison 
(2 sole-specified programs), State of Illinois (no-cost Direct Install 

program for municipalities), major retail and bank chains, as well as 
numerous government and educational entities. 

 
More information is available at www.pacecontrols.com  
 
 

http://www.pacecontrols.com/
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Silver Annual Sponsor 
 

 

 
PERC Silver Sponsor Schneider Electric’s Energy & Sustainability Services provides 
energy management and sustainability services to organizations in a wide range of 
industries, including higher ed. Schneider Electric has experience with organizations 
worldwide assisting them to manage their energy consumption and spend on both 
sides of the utility meter.  Through comprehensive energy efficiency services, 
colleges and universities are offered unique ways to ‘right-size’ their energy use, and 
then utilize Schneider Electric’s market expertise to procure cost-effective and 
sustainable energy commodities.  Schneider Electric’s team manages more than 
$20 billion in annual energy spend for more than 650 companies and thousands of 
facilities.  Furthermore, Schneider Electric has been selected as the Administrator of 
the services provided through the Pennsylvania Public Entity Energy Consortium 
(PPEEC), www.ppeec.org.  This is a consortium that is focused on providing public 
entities with buying power and valuable energy procurement services through a 
member-run, not-profit organization. 
 
Schneider Electric challenges organizations to view energy and sustainability issues 
strategically, ensuring that all decisions support the financial and operational 
integrity of your business.  
 
Schneider Electric has partnered with PERC on a Renewable Energy Promotion 
program. Like with many an affinity program, PERC Member Schools are offered a 
discount on energy procurement services; unlike other programs, the amount of the 
discount increases as the percent of renewable energy increases. The greater the 
portion of your energy that comes from renewable sources, the greater the discount 
on these services.  
 
Find out about the specifics of the PERC/ Schneider Electric Program from William 
Oppenheim by contacting him at william.oppenheim@ems.schneider-electric.com . 
 

mailto:william.oppenheim@ems.schneider-electric.com
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PaceControls, part of the Consortium for Building Energy 
Innovation at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and providers of 

smart grid energy-saving technology, is pleased to help PERC 
build sustainability on campus and in the larger community. 

 


